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IS-BAO Standards Board Approves Vision 2020 Initiative
LAS VEGAS, NV – 9 October 2017 – IS-BAO, the only voluntary safety standard for business
aviation by business aviation, was elevated to new heights today with a big vote of confidence
from industry leaders in a new and improved standard.
The International Business Aviation Council (IBAC) is rolling out a modernized and consolidated
version of the International Standard for Business Aircraft Operations (IS-BAO), the voluntary,
global code of best practices for business aviation. This comes after a unanimous vote from the
IS-BAO Standards Board made up of flight department industry leaders and recognized subject
matter experts.*
“This is a landmark change and paradigm shift that the aviation industry demanded. After a
year-long listening tour, we heard users wanted a step-by-step process for small operators and
a more embedded system for established operators so audits become routine and not a
distraction,” said Bennet Walsh, Director, IS-BAO Program.
“There are nearly 800 IS-BAO operators worldwide. They look to IBAC and IS-BAO for
leadership because we’re here to promote their interests at the global level at the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and to support them at the operational level through this
program. We met with nearly one hundred operators around the world to hear their concerns.
By reviewing each existing standard with the question ‘How does this add value to an
operator?’, the IS-BAO team was able to reduce the size and complexity of the IS-BAO
Standard,” said Walsh. “The program has become more responsive to its participants. In
addition, it is adjusting to emerging technologies and applications in aviation and auditing.”
Part of the roll-out is called Vision 2020 (http://www.ibac.org/is_bao/information-Vision2020),
allowing operators more flexibility and time to gradually implement the improvements rather than
only having six months to update annually. The new Standard improves efficiency, has a more
logical flow, and reduces workload. Also, the new Standard benefits from the IBAC IS-BAO
teams’ efforts to ensure that the new ICAO SMS manual (Doc. 9859) Rev. 4, now includes
language tailored to international business aviation for the first time.
“From Fortune 100 flight departments to single aircraft owners, we operate in a challenging
environment in and around small communities or large business centers. Therefore, we have a
responsibility to our passengers, staff, vendors, and those communities to reduce risk to as low
as reasonably practicable whether operating from Wichita to Shanghai and everything in
between.” Walsh said. “Being an IS-BAO-registered operator is a significant statement. It means
you are committed to a proven safety and operational code of best practice. The Standards
Board vote today is a result of a grass-roots effort not only to refresh that standard for current
users but also to welcome new operators who wish to conform with this voluntary Standard of
excellence.”
Please visit the IBAC team at NBAA BACE (stand C9451) in Las Vegas, Nevada, October 1012, 2017, and join us for the IS-BAO/IS-BAH Industry Q&A in Room N255/257 #3 from 1:00 to
2:00pm on Tuesday, October 10.
###

For more information, visit https://www.ibac.org
Contact: Bennet Walsh at BWalsh@ibac.org
About IBAC: IBAC represents the interests of business aviation worldwide. IBAC is a non-profit
international trade association with permanent observer status at the International Civil Aviation
Organization, the UN Specialized Agency for aviation matters, in Montreal, Canada.
www.ibac.org
About IS-BAOTM : With nearly 800 registered operators worldwide, IS-BAOTM is a global,
voluntary code of best practice with a safety management system (SMS) at its core. Tailored
specifically for business aircraft operators, it is built upon and consistent with the standards and
recommended practices of the International Civil Aviation Organization. For more information,
please visit http://www.ibac.org/is_bao.
* IS-BAOTM Standards Board Members:
•Chairman - David Nigri, Textron, (NBAA)
•Vice Chairman - Juergen Wiese, BMW, German Business Aviation Association (GBAA)
•Kurt Edwards, International Business Aviation Council (IBAC)
•Jens Henning, General Aviation Manufacturers Association (GAMA)
•Matt Zuccaro, Helicopter Association International (HAI)
•Doug Carr, (NBAA)
•Len Beauchemin, Aero Technica, (NBAA)
•Chris Buchholz, Asian Business Aircraft Association (AsBAA)
•Joanne Wong, Asian Business Aircraft Association (AsBAA)
•Keith Washington, (NBAA)
•Brian Garrett, TransCanada Pipelines, Canadian Business Aircraft Association (CBAA)
•Pat Dunn, Asia Corporate Jet, Asian Business Aircraft Association (AsBAA)
•Hamza Ghouth, Saudia Private Aviation, Middle East and North African Business Aircraft
Association (MEBAA)
•Stan Medved, Shell, European Business Aircraft Association (EBAA)
•Dan Boedigheimer, Advanced Aircrew Academy, (NBAA)

